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Our Masterplan generates smooth transitions 
between the raised level of the rail corridor and 
the city, delivering a new mixed neighbourhood 
right by one of Europe’s busiest stations. It 
creates significant new public spaces that link 
the new quarter to the surrounding urban fabric, 
celebrating the dynamic spectacle provided by 
the movements of the trains
 Stephen Barrett, Director, RSHP

Les Messageries 
Paris, France



Located in the 12th district of Paris near the town hall, along 
the Gare de Lyon station and the Bercy railway station, Les 
Messageries is bounded by the streets of Rambouillet-
Charolais, Boulevard de Bercy, and the major railway artery 
serving the station.

The site comprises 6 hectares of former railway 
infrastructure, some of which will be preserved and restored 
in situ, while others will be removed entirely. La Société 
Nationale Espaces Ferroviaires, (a branch of French national 
railways) wishes to develop the land which is freed up by 
this streamlining of operations to create a new mixed-use 
neighbourhood in this prime location.

The strategy developed by the team led by RSHP aims to 
create a smooth, legible transition between the level of 
the rail corridor and the city - presently separated by a 
significant height difference. The masterplan connects the 
new neighbourhood to the existing urban fabric, and creates 
housing and offices distributed along a generous new 
corridor of public green space.

Place
Paris 12e

Date
2014 - ongoing 

Client
Espaces Ferroviaires

Site Surface Area
6 hectares

Scheme
100,000 m² (45,000 
housing, 45,000 offices, 
retail and a school)

Rather than turning its back on the adjoining infrastructure, 
the project celebrates the dynamic spectacle of the trains 
that animates one of France’s busiest rail arteries. 

The linear park that RSHP proposes generates value, 
establishes a fluid interface between the station and the 
Boulevard de Bercy to the south, connecting the public 
transport offering in this part of Paris, with new pedestrian and 
cycling links. The significant new public space that is created 
anchors activities along a new green corridor encouraging 
social exchange as well as ecological biodiversity (an echo of 
the existing Promenade Plantée nearby). 

The park also establishes a buffer zone between the two 
phases of the project which are being delivered in such a way 
as to ensure that the servicing of the trains at one of Europe’s 
busiest stations is not disrupted.

The neighbourhood is conceived as a series of urban 
sequences: 

•	 	The part located to the north of the site, with its emphasis 
on commercial and office activities, delivers density 
within close proximity of the Gare de Lyon station 
(served by urban, suburban, national and international 
rail networks). It is centred around many urban spaces 
framed by restored and re-imagined industrial buildings, 
recognising the site’s history and safeguarding its 
architectural, semi-industrial heritage. 

•	 	To the south, the project proposes a porous inhabited 
verge to the rail corridor that varies along its length. The 
deliberately permeable massing of the buildings aims 
to optimise sun to the public spaces while also creating 
a filter to noise and prevailing winds, anticipating future 
transformations of the urban fabric as well as ensuring 
that existing residents living near the development are 
treated with sensitivity. Where there are openings onto the 
existing rail corridor, these offer distant views onto a rare 
opening within the dense urban fabric of central Paris. 
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