


Commissioned by the City of Florence to suggest how street
life in Florence could be improved, the practice’s strategic
study focused on the banks of the River Arno - cut off from
city life by busy roads and anti-flood barricades, the river was
increasingly used as a rubbish dump rather than a vibrant
extension of the public realm. This study proposed to revive
the neglected river banks by creating an eight kilometre
pedestrian promenade on one bank and a green park on

the other, the promenade or passeggiata extending out into
the suburbs and linking two existing parks. The new linear
park was intended to complement and enhance existing
public spaces, bringing people into closer contact with the
River. The idea of using green linear spaces to extend and
consolidate the public realm is key to many of the practice’s
urban strategies, notably in London, Berlin and Shanghai.

In addition to making use of existing stairs (once used to
board riverboats), a range of new structures was proposed,
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Our scheme focused on a
pedestrian and greening strategy
along the banks of the Arno,
creating a vibrant public realm
separate from the car-choked
streets of Florence

mostly lightweight and designed not to challenge the
dominance of Florence’s historic buildings. At intervals
along the river-walk, the practice proposed a sequence of
small piers or pontoons to bring people closer to the water.
The scheme also acknowledged that for a few critical
weeks each year the river is in flood. The pedestrian bridge
designed by Peter Rice could resist the flood waters by
pivoting, lying at the bottom of the river bed rather than
acting as a barrier to the fast flowing water. This ability to
identify an alternative strategy - turning a potential liability
into an asset - is a characteristic of the practice’s problem-
solving approach.

While still unexecuted, this study provided the basis for
Rogers’ famous proposals - presented at the ‘London as
it could be’ exhibition in 1986 - for the development of the
banks of the River Thames.



